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SUMMARY

159. Officials are prohibited from accepting a gift from lobbyists or principals unless the givers
bill the officials and the officials make payment to the lobbyists or officials of equal or greater
value at the same time the gift is received. The only exception to the gift prohibition that relates
to food and beverages is found in Minn. Stat. § 10A.071, subd. 3(a)(7), which excepts from the
prohibitions of the statute "food or beverage given at a reception, meal, or meeting away from
the recipient's place of work by an organization before whom the recipient appears to make a
speech or answer questions as part of a program."

I

FACTS

As a public official as defined in Minn. Stat. § 10A.01, subd. 18, and, therefore, an official as
defined in Minn. Stat. § 10A.071, subd. 1 (c), you ask the Ethical Practices Board about
implications and practicality of the new prohibition on accepting gifts from lobbyists and
principals enacted in the 1994 legislative session (Laws of 1994, Ch. 377, sec. 5).
You ask the Board the following:
QUESTION ONE

If a lobbyist or principal provides a meal to a group of persons, one of whom is an official who
is not permitted to accept the gift, and the restaurant or facility is not able to provide a separate
check, is it permissible for the lobbyist or principal to submit a bill to the official, and for the
official, at that point, to reimburse the lobbyist or principal? Must the bill be given and paid
contemporaneously or will exchange by mail suffice?

OPINION

Yes. The bill must be submitted by the lobbyist or principal contemporaneously and must be

