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SUMMARY

137. The ballot issue campaign of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota (LWVMN)
begins when the LWVMN engages in activities to promote or defeat a state ballot question
or to qualify or to oppose qualification of a state ballot question for placement on the
ballot. Based on the facts presented t o the Board by the LWVMN, the $100 contribution
limit established by Minn. Stat. 5 10A.27, subd. 12, will not be imposed upon the
separate political fund established by the LWVMN to oppose term limits on a strictly ballot
issue basis pending a final decision on the constitutionality of Minn. Stat. § 10A.27, subd.
12. The LWVMN must include its expenditures on term limits through December 31,
1993, on the regular lobbyist report due January 18, 1994. The treasurer of the separate
political fund established by the LWVMN must report the LWVMN's expenditures on term
limits as an in-kind contribution from the LWVMN and as an in-kind expenditure of the
separate political fund. The LWVMN may bill the separate political fund for the support
services the LWVMN provides to the fund; the fund must disclose the transactions in
accordance with Minn. Stat. 5 10A.20. If the fund does not raise enough money to pay
the LWVMN for its support services, the fund must report the unpaid bill until paid or
forgiven.
FACTS

You have submitted t o the Board the registration and statement of organization for the
League of Women Voters of Minnesota Fund for Opposition to Legislative Term Limits.
You state that in the course of completing this registration a number of questions arose for
which you seek the guidance of the Board.
You state that the League of Women Voters of Minnesota (LWVMN), the supporting
association of the fund, is a nonpartisan, multi-issue, grassroots membership organization
whose membership dues from 2,600 members support the general operating budget and
the advocacy or lobbying budget of the LWVMN. You further state that lobbying on a wide
variety of issues is done by volunteer LWVMN members with support provided by a small
staff.
You state that the LWVMN never supports or opposes candidates for office and that funds

